
Training and Mentoring
Local Voices for HIV/AIDS journalism zeros in on the media with the 
broadest coverage—typically radio, but increasingly television and 
print media. 
  
•  More than 634 local journalists have received intensive training 

from highly experienced health journalists. Of these journalists, 
295 have undergone further advanced training.

•  On-demand mentoring support from Local Voices resident 
journalism advisors, sound technicians, television camera 
operators and video editors provides continuous learning, honing 
of journalists’ skills and content accuracy. 

•  Media resource centers in Abuja, Addis, Nairobi and Chennai 
offer journalists access to extensive information and production 
materials on HIV/AIDS. Centers were visited more than 8060 
times over the last four years.

Outreach
•  Travel and equipment grants for some 100 trainees have 

broadened the reach and sound quality of radio programs on HIV.

•  Workshops for more than 400 station owners, managers and 
editors have enhanced commitment to coverage of HIV/AIDS 
issues. Managers have introduced weekly slots on HIV/AIDS, call-
in shows, and DJ-led youth programming.   

•  Training for more than 125 staff of AIDS NGOs and associations 
has enabled activists and people living with AIDS to speak 
effectively for themselves, rather than being spoken about.

Project Impact
2181high quality stories  

broadcast and published

In parts of the world where HIV/AIDS impacts 
on every facet of life, the news media, 
particularly radio, is crucial in providing the 
surround sound for ordinary people on issues 
vital to their health.  

When news outlets are silent, stigmatizing or 
sensational on the issues, no one is served.  
Countries where the epidemic is most severe 
are often the same countries where reporters 
lack the skills and information they need to 
provide accurate, balanced coverage of the 
epidemic.
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Since 2002, Local Voices has raised 
the bar on reporting and analysis of 
HIV and AIDS for millions of listeners, 
readers, and viewers, thanks to PEPFAR-
supported programs in Kenya, Ethiopia, 
Nigeria, and India, and DfID-supported 
programs in Cambodia, Thailand, and 
Vietnam.  



NIGERIA
Following a Local Voices workshop, 
six radio news editors launched a 
networked Voice of Orphans and 
Vulnerable Children program.

KENYA 
“People were amazed by my program. They 
had never heard Muslim women admitting to 
having contracted HIV before….” Zainab Aziz, 
Deutsche Welle Award winner, trainee and 
co-trainer for Local Voices’s fi rst training in 
Mombasa.

ETHIOPIA
After a briefi ng from an FAO specialist, 
Local Voices journalists interviewed at 
a local vegetable market and produced 
a series of insightful stories on nutrition 
and HIV/AIDS.  

CAMBODIA
Local Voices-trained journalists aired 
investigative fi ndings on corruption in 
HIV/AIDS funding.   Other reporting 
about plans to evict all PLWHA from 
Phnom Penh resulted in government 
abandoning the plan. 

VIETNAM
Local Voices journalists 
provided listeners with 
analysis of the country’s 
new AIDS law.

PEPFAR-funded projects
DfID-funded projects
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COTE D’IVOIRE
Reporters debated the 
challenges of covering HIV 
with PLWHA and other 
affected people at monthly 
roundtables in Abidjan.

INDIA
All India Radio reporter Vijay Kumar’s feature 
story on voluntary counseling and testing 
(VCT) produced during a Local Voices training, 
included a live HIV/AIDS Counselor, who 
answered a fl ood of calls from listeners seeking 
information about prevention and testing sites.  
The program is now a regular twice weekly slot 
on HIV/AIDS.

CZECH REPUBLIC, 
SLOVAKIA, ROMANIA & 
BULGARIA
With assistance from the Open 
Society Institute (OSI), Local 
Voices trained Roma journalists 
on covering the relationships 
between poverty, drug abuse 
and HIV infection.

HighHighlightslights
Health journalists develop 
stories relevant to their 
own context, in their own 
languages.

Trainees have aired more than 2181 stories on....

HIV and Islam     ART    HIV and the Military       PMTCT       Orphans       Positive Prevention     Care and Treatment      
Premarital-Testing     HIV & Stigma     Condom Use     HIV and TB         Circumcision           HIV in Youth     Treatment Options     
HIV in the workplace   Abstinence     Safe Blood       Positive Nutrition    Violence Against Women     HIV and Migration      
Microbicides     Widow Property Rights     HIV and Street Children      Living Positively with HIV     Discordant Couples   VCT


