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All of the rumours are collected among refugees passing through 
Europe. By identifying misinformation and hearsay and responding to it 
with relevant, factual information NewsThatMoves aims to keep the 
refugee population at the forefront of our communication response.

Got a question?

Ask us on newsthatmoves.org. 
Also on Facebook.com/newsthatmoves 

Things can change quickly.  

Check newsthatmoves.org for news about your journey.

#1

The EU Relocation Program currently makes relocation 
possible only from Italy and Greece. If you are  in a country that 
neighbours Greece, such as FYROM (Former Yugoslav Repub-
lic of Macedonia) or Bulgaria, you cannot apply for the EU 
Relocation Program. You first have to apply for asylum in 
Greece and then for the EU Relocation Program, if you are 
eligible. 

RUMOUR:
“If you make it through one of the neighbour 
countries, even if you are detained, the chance of 
relocation to better countries like Germany is 
higher.”

For more information:
https://www.easo.europa.eu/sites/default/files/public/BZ01
16194ENN_0.pdf
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#4

In September 2015, Australia announced an extra 12,000 places 
for Syrian and Iraqi refugees in its resettlement program. Only 
people considered to be the most vulnerable and living in 
Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan are eligible. A small number of 
people has been resettled in Australia as part of this program 
out of thousands of people who have been interviewed. If you 
return to Turkey, it is very unlikely that you will be resettled in 
Australia.

RUMOUR:
“I heard that it's better to go back to Turkey. 
Even Australia is now taking refugees from 
Turkey.”

For more information:
https://www.border.gov.au/Trav/Refu/response-syrian-
humanitarian-crisis#eligibility
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#5

You have the right to work in Greece only if you are a 
recognised refugee, a beneficiary of subsidiary protection, or a 
registered asylum seeker. If you work before you have applied 
for asylum, you are working illegally. It is very difficult to protect 
illegal workers and they often are exploited by those who 
employ them. You may not be paid and could be asked to work 
in an unsafe environment. Also, you could be forced to carry out 
work you do not agree to and that involves you in criminal 
activity.

RUMOUR:
“If you want to work in Greece, you go to Omonia. 
There are many people they might employ you, but 
it is going to be black [market] work.”

For more information:
http://refugees.gr/en1/2016/02/13/rights-and-obligations/A
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#3

From 20 March to 16 June, 462 people were deported back to 
Turkey. They either did not apply for asylum or their asylum 
applications were rejected. People who were sent back were 
from Syria, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Iran, Iraq, 
India, Congo, Algeria, Sri Lanka, Morocco, Nepal, Somalia, Cote 
d'Ivoire, Egypt, and the Palestinian Authority. A total of 1,546 
people have been returned to Turkey from Greece since the 
beginning of 2016.

For more information:
http://goo.gl/kz8NkW
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RUMOUR:
“Groups of Afghans have been deported to Turkey 
last week.”

#2

Everybody has the right to apply for asylum in Greece. If you 
have a core family member with a legal residence permit in 
another EU country, you first have to apply for asylum in Greece 
and then you can apply for family reunification. A core family 
member is defined as a spouse or a child under 18 years old. 
The process of family reunification is very complex so it can 
take a long time. 

For more information:
http://asylo.gov.gr/en/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/W001-
4-Family-Reunification-Poster.pdf
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?RUMOUR:
“I want to apply for asylum in Greece but I cannot 
apply for asylum in Greece, otherwise I will not 
be able to go to Germany where my husband is. 
You must apply for family reunification and not 
asylum.”


